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-  - - -  O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e  _ _ . _ _
From:',Er1inder, peter,, <perlinder@WMitchell.edu>
To: "Andre Trembtay'! <agtremblay@videotron.ca>
Sent :  Monday,  September  13 ,  2004 5 :57  pM
Subject: RE: Bernard Lugan: Rwandan massacre

Th is  looks  l i ke  and exper t  w i tness  fo r  us ,

PE

unplanned

- - - -  - O r l g i n à l  M e s s a g e _ - _ _ _
From: Andre Tremblay I mailto:agtremblay@videotron,c! ]
Sen t :  Sun  9 / t 2 /2004  L0 .42  pv i
To :  E r l i nde r ,  pe te r
c c :
Subject: Fw: Bernard Lugan: Rwandan massacre unplanned

- - . - -  O r i  g i n a l  M e s e a g e  _ _ _ _ _
From: chris & Mart ire DE BEULE _ SyoEN <mail to:christ iaan.debeule@skynet.be>
To : Chris DE BEUTE <mailto:christiaan.debeule@skynet,be>
Sen t :  Sunday ,  Sep tember  12 ,  2OO4 fO , : :  p ' l {
Subject: Bernard Lugan: Rwardan massacre unplanned

Rwandan massacre unplanned, author says

By Elizabeth Bryant
Un i t ed  p ress  I n te rna t  i ona l

Pa r i s ,  .  May .  6  (Up I )  - -  Ten  yea rs  a f t e r  t he  Rwandan  genoc ide ,  l he  ho r r i f i cmasêac re  o f  nea r l y  a  m i l l i on  mos t f y  e thn i c  T l r t s i s  by  t he  coun t r y , s  r i va fHutu populat ion continues to reed the publishing industry.

The crop of genocide l i terature includes the newly publ ished ,,Rwanda: Lacenocide, 1'Egl ise et la Democratie,,  ( , ,Rwanda; fhà Cenocide, the Church andDemocracy,, '  Edit ions Du Rocher, pai is) by prominent Àfr ican historian
Bernard Lugan. The book expfores the seeàs of Rrranda,s ethnic confl ict,  fromthe  ea r l y  20 th  cen tu ry  t o  t he  1994  massac res  and  beyond .

Àr expert witness at the International Criminâl Tribural for Rwanda inÀrusha ir Tanzania, Lugan bucks conclusions by many otner Rwanalan analystsby arguing that the ki l l ings were not premeditafed. UpI ,s paris
correspondent Etizabeth Bryant intervi;wed the French writer, who afso
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believes the central Àfr ican courtry harbors the deadly ingiedients for
another mass extermination.

Bryant: You say the Rwandan genocide was not premeditated. So L,hat haDpened?

Be.nard Lugan: During my f irst books and writ ings on Rwanda, my opinj-on lras
that the genocide \, , /aÊ, in fact.,  premeditated. But during my t ime in Arusha,
I pored through the archives of the (Rwandan Tribunat) .  And I began to
change my opinion.

Rwanda had been confrorted with a civi l  war since 1990, and v,/ i th ethnic
c lashes  f o r  t he  pas t  ha l f  cen tu ry .  When  {Hu tu  p res iden t  Juven i l e )
Habyarlmana was ki l led on Àprj1 6 (Habyarimana,s plane was shot down by
m iss i l es ,  t r i gge r i ng  Rwanda ' s  k i l l i ng  rampage ) ,  a l l  t he  cond i t i ons  ne re
primed for a big clash. The Hutu in charge were in cornplete disarray after
President Habyarimana's death. They imagined they were aurrounded by Tutsis.
Thev panicked.

It  \4/asnrt a situation that had been organized for months or years. Nobody
was wait ing ln the dark for D-day to arr ive. Ând I think I nake a strong
case  f o r  t h i s  i n  ny  book .
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0:  Who k i1 led  Pres idenr  Habyar imana?

À:  Nobody knows.  There  are  two poss ib i l i t i es .
ex t remis ts  d id .  Ànd the  o ther  i s  tha t  Tu ts is
(Rwanda' s current president) did.

The  f i r s t  i s  t ha t  Hu tu
a11ied la, i th cen. paul Kagame

Your book expfores the historic condit ions creating the genocide.

À :  Rwanda  i s  a  conp l i ca ted  coun t r y .  I t ' s  no t  Eu rope ;  i t ' s  no t  Amer i ca .  I t r s
ano the r  wo r l d ,  w i t h  a  ve ry  cu r i ous  soc ie t y .  Fo r  cen tu r i es  t he re ' s  been  a
c l ima te  o f  hypoc r i sy  i n  Rwanda .  Tha t ' s  essen t i a l  f o r  unde rs tand inq  t he
genoc ide .

Al l  the cencuries of frustrat ions exploded during those two months, between
Àpri l  and the end of June, 1994. I f  you combined the psychotogical cl irnate
l r i t h  t he  h i s to r l ca l  c l ima te ,  and  t he  pan i c  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t he  au tho r i t i es  - -
ard the four-year civi l  war -- you can explain thaE genocide.

0: Could another genocide occur in Rwanda?

A :  No t  immed ia te l y .  The  power  o f  K iga l i  ( t he  cen t rà l ,  Tu t  s j .  -  dom ina ted
governnent) is too strong, But half  a century after indeperdence, Rwanda is
back to the same situation. The minority Tutsi ldho dominated before
independence  a re  back  i n  power .  Tha t  s i t ua t i on  can ' t  be  e te rna l  .  I n  f i ve ,
10, 20 years, after Hutus grow i.n strength, we rnay see a new geDocide. The
whole Great Lakes region i .s volat i le, not just Rwanda.

http://by14f<l.bay14.hotmail.msn.com,/cgi-bfu/getmsg?ms9=114561995090296.5'r-&start:39... 14lSepl04



MSN Hotmail - Messase Page 3 of4

Q: Cotr ld a genocide occur elsewhere in Àfr. ica?

A :  No ,  f o r  seve ra l  r easons .  F i r s t ,  i f  a  b i g  massac re  d id  t ake  p lace  _ -  say
in western Sudan -- i t  would not be considered a genocide. In part,  because
Sudan doesn,t have the populat ion densicy that Rwanda does, which
t rans fo rned  c l ass i c ,  1a rge -sca Ie  k i L l i ngs  i n to  a  genoc idê .  Ànd  a l so  because
Sudan involves numerous ethnic popuLation groups and tr ibes, not just two
g roups  p i t t ed  aga ins t  each  o the r .

Q :  t ùha t  abou t  chances  o f  oEhe r  l a rge -sca le  k i l l i ngs  occu r r i ng  i n  A f r i ca?

À :  We  had  a  c r i s i s  i n  I vo ry  Coas t .  We  have  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  mass
massacre at every moment, in every part of Àfr ica. The entire contineot is
i n  a  po ten t i . a l .  c l ash  mode .  Tha t ' s  t he  rea t i t y .  I  can  o f f e r  you  a  l i s t  o f
massacres and civi l  wars in Àfr ica that have taken ptace in the last 20 or
30  yea rs .  I t r s  a l , r ays  t he  same  scena r i o .

Q :  Wha t  can  be  done  to  s top  t he  pa t t e rn  o f  v i o l ence?

A: You Americans and we Europeans have to be careful with our big,
phi losophical prj .nciples. Our denocracy, founded on one man, one vote, is
ro t  t he  go lu t i on  f o r  À f r i ca .  I 'm  no t  aga ins t  democ racy .  Bu t  A f r i ca  i s  no t
i nd l v i dua l i s t i c  con t i nen t ;  i t , 6  a  commun i ta i i an  con t i nen t .  when  we  impose
the one-man- one -vote system, rre shake up the social organization in
countr ies l ike Rlranda. The onty solut ion is to encourage Àfr icans to f lnd
democratic solut ions based around group systems.

Q: Are there arv examples around?

À ;  Look  a t  E th iop ia .  The  cons . i t u t i on  says  , ,we  peop les  o f  E th iop ia . "  Each
t r i be  o r  e thn l c  g roup  has  i t s  ov rn  rep tesen ta t i on .  I t , s  no t  an  i dea l  sys tem.
But the solut ion is Co give the minority accegs to power, not to guarantee
larger tr ibes have power for eternity -- which would be the case under a
one -man-one -votte 6ystem. The only solut ions are Àfr ican ones.
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