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Political assassination on April 7"
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(CAN) RWANDA/BRUNDI: AIR CRASH

L. (9) AT DLOS OOAL; A HUSDTINN IALZOON BHDOUTISD JDT asnnuIva
PRESIDENT HABYARIMANA OF RWANDA AND BRUNDIAN PRESIDENT NTARVAMIRA
FROM A MEETING ON GOVERNMENTAL REFORM 'IN TANZANIA CRASHED AND
BURNED ON ITS FINAL APPROACH TO KIGALI AIRPORT. THERE WERE NO
Gﬁ'RVIVOM. WIIZLE APRCULATION DY VARIOUZ RWANDAN GOVERMWMIORT AND
MEDIA OFFICIALS HINTS AT GUNFIRE OR SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE

ACTIVITY AS BEING RESPONSTRT.R FOR THE CRASH, SIIUH REPORTS ARFE
COMPLETELY UNCONFIRMED.

2. (C) ALTHOUGH RWANDAN PRESIDENT HABYARIMANA HAD BEEN RESFRESENTING
YIS GOVERNMENT IN TRYING TO INTRODUCE POLITICADL REFORM, HE WAS
DENCONALLY AGAINGCT TLANC TO DRING TUTOIO INTO TIZ WIDDR FOLITICAL

IMROCECC. OOMR OF THD PREGIDENTS DELIDPS WERE LEOS THAN ALTRUICTIO
AND IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT HABYARIMANA’S FEAR OF LOSING POWER
THROUGH A TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY WAS AT THE ROOT OF HIS PERSONAL

" OPPOSITION. 1IN A WIDER CONTEXT, THE ISSUE OF POLITICAL REFORMS
WHE BRUWUY

ICONTIHUEB TO BE A DMBIV_E IEEUR AMONCEYT THE MEMBERE OF
GOVFRNMENT, WITH MANY SHARPLY OPPOSED TO THR TRANSITIONAL PLAN
BEING DISCUSSED. BEING A MEMBER OF THE HUTU TRIBE WHILE
NEGOTIATING FOR POLITICAL REFORM MADE THE RWANDAN PRESIDENT
UNPOPULAR AMONG RADICAL HUTU AND TUTSI ELEMENTS. ’
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CANADIAN UN STAFF IN KIGALL REPORL THALY DUKING THE EARLY ZULU
HOURS OF 07 APR, PRESIDENTIAL GUARDS WENT ON A RAMPAGE THROUGHOUT
THE CAPITAL, ROUNDING UP AND KILLING MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION AND
THEIR FAMILIRS. THESE VIOTIMS ARR® DRESUMABLY THTSIR. TT APPRARS,
HOWEVER, THAT THIS ACTION HAS NOT BEEN SANCPIONED BY THE GNVRRNMENT
AS REPORTS INDICATE THAT OTHER GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE DEPLOYING TO
CONTATIN TIIE ROGUH uﬁauuu. WHL LK RELPVICSE OF A SINILLAR

~§ATURE HAVE NOT BEEN RECEIVED CONCERNING BRUNDI, THE POSSIBILIff

‘ pu A (4YH) MLLLLARY COUFP IS NOT QUT OF IIU5 QUESTION.

) WHILG THY DIRSCT THREAT TO UN PERSONNEL AND FOREIONERG IO

ASSFESSEN AS TOW, THRE RISK TO RYSTANDERS CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF

AREAS OF CONFLICI IS SUBSTANTIAL.
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