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Death of ,  Rwandan ant l  Burundi  Pres id€nts in  Plane
C r a s h  o u t s i d e  K i g a l i

SUMMÀRY

A plane crash near  Kigal i  has aPparent ly  resul ted in  the
death of the Pxesialents oE Rwanda and Burunall . there are
unconfirmed. reports that the plane was shot down by unknown
at tackers.  The UN sBeciaL rePresentat ive in  Rrdanda hâs
organized a me€t ing between the f i i l ibary aDd western t l ip lomats
a t  t h e  U . S .  A n b a s s a d o r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  9 : 0 O  À M  t o m o r r o w  t o
d i s c u s s  t h e  t  r a n s i  t i o n ,

prscussrot(

Àccord. ing to rePort6 f rôm KigEl i ,  Èhe Rwandan mi l i tary  has
reoor ted that  the pr ivate p lâne of  Rwandan Presi i lent  i luvenal
HaËyar imana was 6hot  t lown pr ior  to  landlng aË the Ki9a11
a i r p o r t  s o m e b i m e  p r i o r  L o  9 : 0 0  P l 4  l o c a l  t l n e  ( 3 : 0 0  P M
w a s Ë i n q t o n  t i m e )  t o d a y .  M i l i t â r y  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  r e p o r b e d  t h a t
both Pres ldent  Habyar imana and Burundi  Pres ident  cyPr ien
Ntaryamira were k i l led in  che subsÊquent .  crash.  The two
Presidents were return ing f rom a one-day regional  summit  in  Dar
Es salaam on the Burun( l i  cr l ,s is i  the Burundi  Pres ident  had
repor tedly  asked to f1y back v la Kigal i  wi th  Pres ident
Habyax imana .

The UN peacekeeping.  operat ion,  UNAII IR,  t ravel led to the I
crash s ice,  but  the Rwandlan n i i l i tary  Prevented the uN f rom \
inspect ing the s i te .  the Rwandan mi l i tary  a lso repor tedly  - -

d isàrmed the UN (Belg ian)  peacekeepers s tat ioned at  the a i rPor t .
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The Rwând.an Anbassadlor to waghinghon conflrrnad PEesidlent
Habyar imana's  death in  a phone conversat ion wi th ÀFlc,  but
there 

'has been no of f ic ia l  announcetnent  of  the deaths over
- ,  a .
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Rwandan radio a6 ydt .  In  Burunt l i ,  the Pres l t tent  of  the
Nat ionaL Àssernbly  (nexÈ ln  l ine of  pres ident ia l  succession)
appeared on te lev is ion at  11:30 P! .1 1ocal  t i rne,  a long wi th the
UN specia l  envoy to Burundi  Àhnealou Àbdal lahr  the Mln is ter  of
Defense and the Army Chief  o f  Staf f .  The Àssembly Pres i t lent
conf i rned that  the Bqrundi  Pres id lent  was t ravel l ing wi th the
Rwandan President  and that  chere hadl  been some probl€m +r lbh the
plane.  There was no conf i rmât ion of  any d€aths.

The succ€ssioon qlesÈion will The
Arusha accora ls  prov lde that  the Pres ident  of  the Transi t ion
NaÈional  Assembly assumes the pres id.ency on an in ter im bàsi6.
However.  the À6semb1y has not  yet  be€n insta lLed.  

'Àn 
arrned _

that  the p lane was shôt  down.  Our s t rategy ; is  to  appeal  for
calm in bôth countries. boÈh throuqh publiô st abel6;iË-G;A-;

r i' l t  -
t l
I I
t l
t\Éorces delesahion to

o bale over r a r i l y .  B o o h  B o o h
wo author i t ies and

wi . th in the f ramework of  the Àrusha accords;  howeve! ,  the
mi l i tary  was very res is tant  to  work lng wi th the cur lent
( inLer im) Pr ime Min is tér ,  Agathe Uwi  I  ing iyarnana .  Thè
t le lêgat ion is  to  meet  wi th Booh Booh and ûIestern d ip lomats at
the U.S,  Ambaasador 's  res ia lence tomorrow mornlng at  9 :00 AU,
The mi l i tary  assured Booh Booh Èhât  forces wiL l  remain in  Èhe
b a x r a c k s .

Both our  Embassies in  Kigal i  and Bujunbura xepor t  thab the
ci t ies are re lat lv€Iy  caIm, a l though an lnérease in  sporat l ic
gunf l re  ant l  grenade ex.p los ions was noted in  Kigal i ,  Both posts
have instruct€d the Àmericân community to 6tay at home until
fur ther  not ice.  A l1 Aner icans are bel ieved safe,  the. re are no
Peace Corps volunteers in  e i . ther  country .

I f ,  a s  i t  a p p € ô r s .  b o t h  P r e s i d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  k i l l e d ,  t h e r e
is  â 6t lonq l ikêt ihood Lhat  gr idespreadl  v io lence coule l  break out
in  e i ther  or  both countr ies,  par t lcu lar ly  i f  i t  i6  conf i rmeô

n  c l o 6 e  c o n
Ins. The l,fhite House has requeseed thae we

president ia l  6CatemenL.  express ing conôolences and
prepare a

u r g l n g  c a I m .
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